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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 
 
 Norton Colorado 

www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

February2019 

Upcoming Events 
See page 8 for the entire official 2019 events 
schedule.  

 
February 2019 
2/2 (Saturday): Banquet 
Rock Bottom Brewery 
1001 16th St. 
#100A 
Denver CO 80265 
<https://rockbottom.com/locations/denver/> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2019 
3/2 (Saturday): Group Ride, Parts Depot Work Par-
ty or Museum Visit, depending on weather 

  

Look for club emails for more details about these 
gatherings. 

https://rockbottom.com/locations/denver/
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Norton Colorado 2019 Banquet Set. 

By Arnie Beckman 

 

Norton Colorado returns to Rock Bottom Brewery for the 2019 Winter Banquet on Saturday February 2, 
2019.  We booked the back bar at the 1001 16th Street location in Denver; the same location as last year’s 
Banquet. As usual drinks from the cash bar and informal socializing begin the evening at 5:00 p.m. A new T-
shirt design will be available for sale at the Banquet. Arrive at 5:00 and buy new swag and renew member-
ship dues for the 2019 riding season. As in the past, the Club will collect a $20.00 charge at the door which 
covers all food (described below) as well as tax and gratuity on the meal and non-alcohol drinks.  

 

We anticipate buffet style dining with service beginning around 6:00 p.m. with a choice of entrées, either 
smoked salmon or Tuscan chicken pasta, two sides to choose from, salad and a dessert. 

 

After clearing the plates and returning from the bar, the business portion of the Banquet ensues with an 
open discussion on pressing issues. As in years past civility is the preferred decorum.  As always, elections for 
any Club Officer may be held during this portion of the evening. Any potential candidates interested in any 
elected position should send notice to any Norton Colorado Officer in advance of the banquet and include 
the office they wish to hold, why they wish to hold it and a brief description of their qualifications. This will 
place the candidate on the ballot for the election to occur on the night of the Banquet. Any current office 
holders not wishing to continue in their post should also inform a Club Officer in advance of the Banquet.  

 

The meeting culminates in the awarding of the President’s Trophy for the most persistent Norton rider in the 
club over the previous year. Jack and Peggy Abeyta, consistently in the running for the coveted trophy, are 
back near the top as the season points tally winds down.   

 

The infamous “gift exchange” follows the meeting.  The “exchange” rewards theft and deceit as participants 
attempt to obtain and/or keep the most desired gifts in circulation. Participation only requires an attendee to 
bring a wrapped gift around $20 in value which they will exchange for a numbered ticket upon entry into the 
Banquet. During the gift exchange random numbers drawn from a bowl send the ticket holder either to the 
pile of unwrapped gifts to select something to open or into the audience to steal a gift already selected and 
unwrapped by another. A gift may remain in play and available for the taking for two steals before its final 
recipient is settled.  A wide variety and highly desired gifts keep things exciting.  It’s not uncommon for some 
exchange participants to undergo an informal barter session after the exchange in a last ditch attempt to ac-
quire their dream gift.   

 

Finally, things wind down by around 9:00 p.m. as members mingle and slowly dissipate recharged and ready 
for another excellent season of Norton riding. We hope to see you all in attendance on February 2, 2019 at 
Rock Bottom Brewery. 
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Jerry Pokorny from the British Motorcycle Association here.  I would like to have you let your mem-

bers know they are invited to the Super Show in Colorado Springs on March 2/3, 2019.   

We generally get a pretty good (15 - 20) turnout from the BMAC and always welcome our fellow Brit Iron rid-

ers in the AMCA and Norton Club to join in with us to make a strong showing for the old vintage 

bikes.  We get a good display area and if we know you have bikes coming down, we can get them into our 

area so we have a mass of old iron.  Not just limited to Brit bikes so bring the Harley, Indian, etc. and join in 

the fun.  

 

Besides showing the public what a "real" (old) motorcycle looks like, it's a great place to get some face time 

with prospective new members for our organizations so bring your banner and application forms with and 

build your membership.  

 

For any questions about the event contact Pro Promotions.  If you get some members coming down, let me 

know if they want to display with our group and we will work with the promoter to get adequate floor space.  

Hope to see you in March!  

Carpe Diem,  

Jerry  

 

http://www.pro-promotions.com/pro-

events/mss 

http://www.pro-promotions.com/pro-events/mss
http://www.pro-promotions.com/pro-events/mss
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Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 
 
Short film "Outlaws" starring David Beckham 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HQNvz4eZPU  

 

Norton video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2qzeEypWJg 

Not content with only being the 
most photographed member of 
Norton Colorado, Jack’s bike is 
now famous nationwide. This 
picture is from the Antique  
Motorcycle Club’s national mag-
azine, The Antique Motorcycle. 

Now that Jack is quite famous 
he decided to open up his own 
“Custom Cycle Garage”.  His 
business motto is “I’ll fix them 
and clean them just like they 
were my own.” Scary thought. 

Old motorcycles attract attention even standing 
still in small towns along the Mississippi. 

I only trust the 
care of my Norton 
to Pig Abeyta. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HQNvz4eZPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2qzeEypWJg


5 

Looking for a lost 1970 Commando 

I was the original owner of a 1970 Norton Commando Roadster that I bought from Acme Auto & Cycle in Fort 

Collins.  I had them order it in and They called when it arrived and I got to see it in the crate. Wow were the 

wifey and I excited. After about 21/2 years I did a very stupid thing a sold it ! Still regretting that one. The se-

rial number was 137706. I am wondering if anyone you folks know may know of it’s whereabouts today. It 

was silverflake purple. I have been looking for this bike for years and I guess this is about my last gasp.  

Both my wife, yes I kept the girl but not the bike, sometimes to my regret lol she also agrees we should find 

it before we get any older or croak off. If you know of any leads even we would sure like to follow them up. I 

have 2 bikes currently a ,72 Commando and a ’79 Triumph T 140 E. I am looking at a ’75 850 but would ra-

ther have the old baby again. I almost bought a ’75 850 last spring but the fellow would not budge on his 

price. Nice bike but the hope of finding the ,70 kept my wits about me.  

Please let me know if any of your members could help.  

Richard Matney <shiningmtn@itstriangle.com> 

This is the motley crew that showed up for lunch at Lincoln’s Road House. 

As usual a good time was had by all, good food, good drinks and good conversation. 

mailto:shiningmtn@itstriangle.com
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Dennis Horgan reports from the Mecam  
Auction in Las Vegas 
  
 The format was a bit different this year.  They had so many 
bikes that the auction ran for 5 days.  They stratified them based 
on selling price – with the cheaper units going Tuesday and 
Wednesday and the really fancy bikes going on Friday and Satur-
day.  This wasn’t exactly correct – but my mind got numb after 4 
days of bikes. 
 The general consensus was that the prices were softer than 
last year.  I couldn’t really tell, because when the wallets came 
out to bid on old Harleys and Hendersons, they got out of my 
price range really quickly.  They were selling old board track racers for 
north of $100,000 – and you sure couldn’t ride any of them. 
 There were a fair number of Nortons available – ranging from some 
middling riders (one sold at $6200 and one didn’t at $6750) to some really 
nice units.  The highest commando I saw was a 1975 e-start 850, done in 
the blue and white colors that sold for $21,000.  A beautiful Manx race 
bike sold for $52,000 (it was really nice!).  I’ll provide a list of bikes and 
pictures for folks later. 

 And there is no accounting for taste.  They had something for everyone.  They were selling mini-bikes for 
up to $7,000 and some guys fill garages with them.  Another fellow spent $46,000 for 2 mini-bikes new in a 
crate.  If he uncrated them, it would ruin the value.  I suggested he put a glass top on the crate and use it for 
a coffee table.   
 It was a great time – but my ears are still ringing from the noise.  The auction is LOUD – like a 4 day rock 
concert.  And my head is a blur from all the motorcycles – thousands of them.  But in the end, I’d rather buy 
from my friends than at the auction.  They do have some exceptionally rare motorbikes – but they charge a 
10% buyers premium added onto the auction price, so the bike needs to be very special to justify buying it at 
auction. 

  
 

This 1938 “Big Tank” 
Crocker sold for 
$640,000   
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Norton concrete saw, in case the             

motorcycle isn’t enough fun. 

Nortons going to the TT,  

1955 

Nice Triton 
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Norton Colorado 2019 Event Schedule 
Please check this out and feel free to contact Eric Bergman to suggest more ideas or to volunteer to host an event  

 
 
February 
2/2 (Saturday): Winter Banquet at the Rock Bottom Brewery, Denver 

 

March 
3/2 (Saturday): Group Ride, Parts Depot Work Party or Museum Visit, de-
pending on weather 
3/17 (Sunday): Pub Meeting: Streets of London 

 

April 
4/7 (Sunday): Tech Day @ Bob Martin's 
4/20 (Saturday): Group Ride 

 

May 
5/5 (Sunday): Group Ride 
5/19 (Sunday): OBR 17 

 

June 
6/2 (Sunday): BBQ @ Eric & Susie's 
6/13-16 (Thur-Sun): Four Corners Rendezvous 

 

July 
7/7 (Sunday): Mt Evans Ride & Brunch @ David Sheesley's 
7/19-20 (Friday-Saturday): Century Ride 

 

August 
8/3-4 (Saturday-Sunday): Wimpy Campout @ Jamie & Michelle Jones' 
8/18 (Sunday): Group Ride 

 

September 
9/6-8 (Friday-Sunday): Cotopaxi 
9/15 (Sunday): English Conclave 
9/28 (Saturday): Group Ride 

 

October 
10/13 (Sunday): Plains Ride (Scott & Julie Robinson) 
10/27 (Sunday): Tech Day at MotoWorks Denver 

 
November 
TBA (Saturday): DU Hockey Night (host Scott Robinson) 

 

December 
12/1 (Sunday): Pub Meeting 

 

January 2020 
1/1 (Wednesday): New Year's Day Ride 
1/12 (Sunday): Pub Meeting 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-
one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 
or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $20/ year individual, $22 for a couple 
or family unit, payable to "Norton Colorado" and 
sent to the Treasurer, whose contact infor-
mation is listed on the last page of this newslet-
ter. 

 
The official club membership list is posted on 
the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 
an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 
who join after August 1 are credited with mem-
bership for the following year. 
 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2018 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/

meetings.html 

Prez Points Standings 
Top 10 (2018): 

                                points, events, solo rides 

Jack Abeyta     81    15     22  

Scott Robinson  62    14      6  

Peggy Abeyta     59    11    16  

Arnie Beckman  52     11    10  

David Sheesley   41      8      7  

Mike Fields          40    10     2  

Eric Bergman      35    19     0  

Debby Johnson   34      5   22  

Dennis Horgan    30   12      0  

Rick Black             26     6      0  

http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
http://www.nortoncolorado.org/meetings.html
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Credits: Thanks to Jack Abeyta,  Peter Allen,  Arnie Beckman,  Mike Homs,  Dennis Horgan 
and Jerry Pokorny for their contributions to this newsletter. 
I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com 
 

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (303) 278-7445 

onenorton@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

NoNortons@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

mister.r@comcast.net 
 

 

Secretary of Commerce 
(My new job title reflects my role in the Parts 
Depot as well as Swag slut) 

Bob Ohman (303)570-9333 

reohman@att.net 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

dks@davidksheesley.com 

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:onenorton@gmail.com
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:mister.r@comcast.net
mailto:reohman@att.net
mailto:dks@davivsheesley.com
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

