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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

May  2026 

Upcoming Events    2026 Calendar See Page 11 (NEW) 

 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday), AMCA Swap Meet, 955 Decatur St., Unit M 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday) Distinguished Gentleman's Ride 
June 7, 2026 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ hosted by Eric Bergman & Susan Saarinen. 
 

Time to volunteer for hosting an event for this year. Interested? Contact Eric.  

 

Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 

Martin White’s Norton and a 
1978 172 Cessna. Nice !! 
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Palmer Lake Ride 
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 A drawing of the original members of Norton Colorado! Times were tough, so they had to share one bike. One of 

the rare Peugeot V-twin models!  
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Are Rotary Bikes Making a Comeback? 

 

Norton rotary for 2026 TT? Photos have been leaked 

of what looks like an updated bike and engine design.  

If you recall the Van Veen OCR 1000 rotary motorcycle from the 70s, it had a Citroen rotary engine. 
(Henk) Van Veen was the Dutch importer of Kreidler mopeds in NL, located in Amsterdam .  The Van Veen 
bikes were built in a special plant in Duderstadt in Germany.  

Citroen & Van Veen got the engines from "Comotor", which was a joint venture between Audi/NSU and 
Citroen for the production of the model "GS birotor" (For more information:  The car that Citroën preferred to 

forget and destroy: the GS Birotor  ,translate with deepl.com)  

After a very limited production (847 cars between '73 and '75), Citroen cancelled the model. Don't forget 
in 1973 we had the energy crisis.  

Because Citroen stopped producing the engine, Van Veen could no longer build their rotary motorcycle. 
Production stopped after 38 bikes, also because of  financial difficulties.  

Much later another 10 were built from spare parts.  

I do know a guy not far from my house who actually owns a Van Veen.  

My 2ct: I do like the Van Veen design a lot, but do 
not like the weight of the bike, too heavy, . . . .  

 

Tony Kersbergen 

https://www.autovisie.nl/uit-het-archief/citroen-gs-birotor/
https://www.autovisie.nl/uit-het-archief/citroen-gs-birotor/
http://deepl.com/
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Like nature, Bob Herman abhors a vacuum 

I sold my Moto Morini 500W last week. As we all 
learned in school, nature abhors a vacuum.  As I 
learned years ago, so does my shed. So Thursday I filled 
that vacuum with a 2022 Royal Enfield INT650 (known 
outside the US as the Interceptor).  I decided that at my 
“mature” stage of life I should have ONE modern(ish) 
reliable, oil-tight, no-kick bike in the shed. I’ve read 
great things about the Enfields now being built in India. 
I considered a single but decided to go with a twin. 
Having lusted, unrequited, for an Interceptor back in 
my passionate teens, when I saw this one, with the 
paint-on-chrome tank and other visual similarities to 
60s British twins, there was no holding me back. This should prove to be a nice, easy to enjoy all-arounder. 
Mildly tuned 270 degree vertical twin, known to be a good handling (with upgraded suspension) rider-
friendly mount. No hot rod, to be sure, but I have a couple of hot rods in the shed for when I'm in the 
mood.   

Going through pictures and found some inter-

esting ones from when I lived in Japan. 

BTW, finally getting back out west. Moving next 

week to start an emergency preparedness job at 

Los Alamos National Laboratory in NM! 

 

Dave Campbell  
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Prroduct review:  heated gloves from Held    
by Tony Kersbergen  Inuit Heated Glove – HELD USA  

 

Well, today I finished a rather fussy job. Few months ago I bought heated 
gloves from Held. I am very pleased with them. Really excellent!!  

 

Three heating levels and A) just fingers, B) palm area only, C) fingers & palm.  

With it came 2 rechargeable batteries. So far so good, BUT on longer trips on 
the highest heating level for both fingers & palms, the batteries would last for 
about an hour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the test which I read, Held should supply a cable to connect to the motorcycle battery. Of 
course , Held does NOT supply such a cable: BUMMER!!  

Next I made a cable myself. In the circuit I included a small circuit board, nicely tucked away in a small plastic 
box. This circuit board works like a transformer in the DC circuit.  

Input 12V, output 7,4V. And of course 7,4V is the Voltage for the gloves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For some reason I was not 100% satisfied with my home made cable after I saw a similar, factory made cable 
from Macna. Same connectors to the gloves. One part of the cable stays on the bike, see picture above.  

The other part goes into your jacket and then through the sleeves into the gloves. Only thing: the bike cable 
connects directly to the motorcycle battery. On the circuit board I saw a small LED burning constantly.  

Did some calculations and it turned out that in about a month the battery would be empty. So between the 
battery and circuit board I added a switch to permanently switch off the circuit board.  
 

The Macna cable which 

permanently stays on 

the bike.  

Test results, Held 

Inuit, first place 

and at € 249.95 

the cheapest  

A: the cable on 

the bike,          

B: the cable for 

the jacket.  

Robocop glove at its max 

output: nice warm hands & 

fingers. 

https://rideheld.com/products/inuit-heated-glove?_pos=1&_psq=inuit&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://rideheld.com/products/inuit-heated-glove?_pos=1&_psq=inuit&_ss=e&_v=1.0
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1962 Norton Manx 

When history looks back at the machines that 

truly separated the pros from the amateurs, 

the 1962 Norton Manx stands alone as the ulti-

mate final chapter of the single-cylinder era. 

This was the "Grand Master" of the racing 

world, a machine that achieved such mechani-

cal perfection it continued to humiliate sophis-

ticated multi-cylinder rivals long after it should 

have been obsolete. For the racing purist who 

understands that a single, massive piston can 

possess more soul and competitive fire than a 

dozen smaller ones, the '62 Manx remains the 

definitive icon of British grit.  

The mechanical "purity" of this machine cen-

ters on its 499cc air-cooled, single-cylinder 

DOHC powerplant. By 1962—the final year of production—the "Manx" engine had evolved into a "short-

stroke" masterpiece. Featuring a near-square 86mm x 85.6mm bore and stroke, this engine was designed 

to rev higher and breathe better than any of its predecessors. Utilizing a complex and beautiful bevel-

gear drive to actuate the overhead cams, the engine produced a stout 54 bhp at 7,200 rpm. It wasn't just 

about the peak numbers; it was about the relentless, rhythmic "thump" of power that delivered incredi-

ble traction and a flat, usable torque curve.  

On the legendary mountain course of the Isle of Man, the Manx was a certified giant-killer. While Italian 

multi-cylinder bikes were screaming past, the Norton relied on its narrow profile and the legendary 

Featherbed frame to maintain impossible corner speeds. The engine's simplicity was its greatest weap-

on—it was lightweight, predictable, and incredibly reliable under the extreme stresses of a 264-mile race. 

It delivered a visceral, tactile connection between the throttle and the rear tire, allowing riders to "feel" 

the limits of grip in a way that modern electronics have all but erased.  

The "Manx" reality? This is a machine that represents the absolute zenith of the British "Single." It re-

quires a pilot who understands the art of momentum—someone who can keep the engine in its sweet 

spot and trust in a chassis that has been the benchmark for handling for over half a century. Every cooling 

fin and bevel housing on the 1962 model is a testament to an era when engineering was driven by the 

pursuit of a perfect lap, not just a marketing brochure. For the enthusiast who wants to experience the 

raw, unshielded heartbeat of the most successful racing single in history, the 1962 Norton Manx remains 

an undisputed, 500cc legend.  
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Anyone want a BSA motor? 

Curtis at Thunderbird Motorcycles has a BSA motor in a box he would like to get rid of. It 
looks like it's already been machined and looks in good shape. (see pictures attached) There 
are gaskets and other parts in the box. He doesn't know what it's worth so make him an of-
fer. Tell him Scott Robinson sent you.  

Thunderbirds is on the north side of 44th east of Kipling.  

Call Curtis at 303 - 463 - 9399.  
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This is the card of Bryan Flanigan, used to work at 

Vintage Twins. Started his own shop about 6 

months ago. I’ve used him for vapor blasting, good 

guy. Also works on older Jap bikes. Harder and 

harder these days to find someone to work on clas-

sic stuff, spread the word to the club and bring him 

your business!  

1973 Commando For Sale 

*Tires are 3 yrs old, but probably have 50 miles on them, at most. Fuel system gone through by Kurt 

Ottoway- 3yrs ago. (Carbs, new fuel lines) (Has not been ridden since) my Dad did a frame off resto- 

probably 5-6 years ago- it was barely ridden after. Hasn't been started in 3 years... clean title in hand.  

Conact Arnie Beckman for more information: arniebeckmanp11@gmail.com> 

Martin White, a long time Norton Club mem-

ber, is starting a new business. He’s offering a 

discount to club members. Contact him for 

more information. 

mailto:%3carniebeckmanp11@gmail.com%3e
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 
Norton Colorado Motorcycles - Photo Galleries  

 

Our next bikes!  

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tomaszpatan_volonaut-volonautairbike-hoverbike-ugcPost-
7447500757542735873-QDYE  

 

The Psychology of People Who Know How To Work On Cars 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BsJb_k4GbA  

 

Norton Returns to the U.S. 

Norton Returns to the U.S. With 2026 Manx and Manx R Superbikes  

 

 
 

 

 

Jesse Carraway recently acquired most of the used 

parts, and possibly a number of new ones, from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is 

no longer building complete bikes so he doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously pur-

chased the inventory of the club’s Parts Depot when we lost our storage site and he already had a 

large inventory of his own parts, so at this point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inven-

tory of Norton parts in Colorado. He is glad to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

Picture of the AMC factory where  Nortons 

were made until 1969.  

https://www.nortoncolorado.org/galleries.php
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tomaszpatan_volonaut-volonautairbike-hoverbike-ugcPost-7447500757542735873-QDYE?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=android_app&rcm=ACoAAAAZtW0BSF91TcyjJyrA2Nwn8AUw6vu8Z10&utm_campaign=copy_link
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tomaszpatan_volonaut-volonautairbike-hoverbike-ugcPost-7447500757542735873-QDYE?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=android_app&rcm=ACoAAAAZtW0BSF91TcyjJyrA2Nwn8AUw6vu8Z10&utm_campaign=copy_link
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tomaszpatan_volonaut-volonautairbike-hoverbike-ugcPost-7447500757542735873-QDYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BsJb_k4GbA
https://www.motortrend.com/news/norton-manx-manx-r-us-return-2026
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BsJb_k4GbA
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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Norton Colorado 2026 Event Schedule 

Here is the  first draft of the club’s 2026 event schedule. I’ve taken the liberty (based on past performance) 

of listing you as a host for an event. Please have a look and let me know if you are still willing to host an 

event, or if the date needs to be changed. Also, if you would like to host an event of some sort, please con-

tact Eric. 

 

February 7, 2026 (Saturday), 6:30pm,   
March 28, 2026 (Saturday) Shop visit to Jesse 
 Carraway’s, Lakewood 
April 12, 2026 (Sunday), Group Ride, TBA 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday), AMCA Swap Meet, 
 955 Decatur St., Unit M 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday) Distinguished Gentle
 man's Ride 
June 7, 2026 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ host ed by 
 Eric Bergman & Susan Saarinen. 
June 13, 2026 (Saturday), 8am to 2pm,  Colo
 rado Vintage Motorcycle Show,  Erie  
June 18-21, 2026 (Thursday-Sunday), Four Cor
 ners Rendezvous hosted by Steve Harris and 
 Charley Gremmels 
June 20-21, 2026 (Saturday-Sunday), Riverside 
 Ride, hosted by Mike Powell 
June 22-26, 2026 (Monday-Friday), INOA 
 Rally, Buena Vista, Virginia. 
July 12, 2026 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and 
 Brunch hosted by David Sheesley & Matt  
 Norman. 
July 19, 2026 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by 
 Frank & Joanne Puckett. 
August 8, 2026 (Saturday), BBQ and open garage 
 hosted Jamie & Michelle Jones. 
August 16, 2026 (Sunday) Open Garage/Tech 
 Day, TBA 
September 13, 2026, Sunday, Old Bike Ride. 
September 20, 2026 (Sunday), English Motoring 
 Conclave. 
October 11, 2026 (Sunday), Plains Ride,  host
 ed by Scott and Julie Robinson. 
October 25, 2026 (Sunday), Open Garage,  host
 ed by Jonathan Chaikin and Tamara. 
November 8, 2026 (Saturday) Open Garage/
 Tech Day TBA 
December 6, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 
January 1, 2026 (Friday), Clancy's Irish  Pub. 
January 17, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 
February 6, 2027 (Saturday) Winter   Banquet. 

Betty Page 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton 

Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose 

contact information is listed on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2024 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/
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Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Jack Abeyta, Eric Bergman, Dave Campbell, Paul David, Jerry Doe, Bob 
Herman,  Dennis Horgan, Tony Kersberger, Julian Kowalewski, Dennis Oberwetter and Martin 
White for their contributions to this newsletter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

