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WE’RE ALL HERE BECAUSE WE’RE NOT ALL THERE  
 

 Norton Colorado 
www.nortoncolorado.org              Newsletter 

July  2026 

Upcoming Events    2026 Calendar See Page 12 

 
July 12, 2026 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch  
July 19, 2026 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by  Frank & Joanne Puckett. 
August 8, 2026 (Saturday), BBQ and open garage hosted Jamie & Michelle Jones. 
 
 

Look for club emails or check the website for more details about these gatherings. 
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Another fine Norton Club BBQ hosted by Eric and Suzy. There 

was a nice turnout and as usual we all had plenty to eat, plenty of stories 
to tell , a fine collection of motorcycles to look at and a wonderful collec-
tion of friends and family to visit with. Thanks to Eric and Suzy for put-
ting on a great party and to everyone who showed up to make it a wonder-
ful day. 
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West Texas Journey by Scott Robinson 

I heard the riding in The Big Bend area of Texas was worth 
the trip. Since I’ve never been there, that was all the incen-
tive I needed. Being summer it is hot down south, so it’s out 
of season and relatively empty. I can stand the heat to avoid 
the tourists.  

Man, I was in hog heaven. I have never spent so much time 
riding on nice, empty, remote roads. It was like I was alone in 
the world. I could relax and simply enjoy the ride. 

Remote is wonderful until your clutch craps out fifty miles 
from the nearest town and no cell phone coverage. I was dead 
in the water. Thanks to the locals I was back on the road by 9:00 the next morn-
ing. Southern hospitality is not a myth. 

I head to Big Bend and cruise around there for a day. After that I ride along the 
Rio Grande River for 70 miles.  The road went up and down, with up to 15% 
grades, and back and forth, sometimes slowing to 15 mph. One car passed me and 
that was the only traffic the entire ride.  

Next up was a road in Arizona dubbed “Coronado’s Trail” (Coronado Trail National 
Scenic Byway – National Scenic Byway Foundation). Very twisty, very fun and, 
guess what, very empty for most of the ride.  

Adventures over, I headed for home through northern New Mexico to Pagosa 
Springs and one final favorite ride, over Wolf Creek Pass. I visited some friends 
along the way home and had a pretty nice ride overall. Just what I needed, until 
the next ride. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rio Grande River. Mexico is 
on the left and USA is on 
the right.  

Coronado Trail. 
Just my bike and 
me for miles and 
miles. 

https://nsbfoundation.com/nb/coronado-trail-national-scenic-byway/
https://nsbfoundation.com/nb/coronado-trail-national-scenic-byway/
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Buying another motorcycle? Here’s a guide to understanding                           
the sales advertisement. 
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Colorado Vintage Motorcycle Show 
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The ex-Barry Scully 

1964 Scott 344cc Proto-

type  

 

Every so often, a motorcycle ap-
pears that feels less like a factory 
product and more like a group of 
determined engineers trying to 
rescue a marque’s soul with 
their own hands. The ex-Barry 
Scully 1964 Scott 344cc Proto-
type was exactly that kind of ma-
chine: a landmark British club-
man’s racer built to modernize 
the traditional Scott name while 
preserving its two-stroke identity. Instead of simply restoring old Scott practice, this prototype attempted to 
push the brand into a lighter, sharper, more competitive direction for the 350-class club racing scene.  

At its heart was a special 344cc air-cooled two-stroke twin-cylinder prototype engine, a major departure from 
the heavier water-jacketed Scott engines of earlier decades. This was the boldest part of the project, because 
Scott had long been associated with liquid-cooled two-stroke twins, but this machine chose a lighter and 
more direct air-cooled approach. The goal was clear: reduce weight, simplify the package, and create a more 
modern racing engine that could compete in clubman events without carrying the burden of old-fashioned 
mass.  

The transmission and chassis work were just as important as the engine. The bike used an Albion five-speed 
gearbox, modified to a Brian Woolley design with work by Barry Scully and Brian Bulmer, giving the prototype 
a more race-focused spread of ratios. Around it sat custom cycle parts designed by Bulmer, including short-
ened leading-link forks intended to sharpen handling. The addition of specially fabricated expansion cham-
bers also showed how seriously the team approached two-stroke performance, because exhaust tuning is one 
of the most powerful tools for shaping a racing two-stroke’s character.  

Barry Scully’s involvement gave the motorcycle much of its later identity. After the machine’s major press 
launch in July 1964, Scully and Bulmer continued modifying and developing it to keep it competitive. That kind 
of hands-on evolution is what makes the prototype so interesting: it was not a static showpiece, but a living 
race project. Every change reflected track experience, rider feedback, and the constant battle to make an un-
conventional Scott racer fast enough for serious competition.  

Today, the ex-Barry Scully Scott 344cc Prototype stands as a rare and important piece of British racing herit-
age. With its air-cooled 344cc two-stroke twin, Albion five-speed gearbox, Brian Woolley transmission influ-
ence, Brian Bulmer chassis work, leading-link fork development, and custom expansion chambers, it repre-
sents a fascinating attempt to pull Scott engineering into a more modern racing age. It may not have rewritten 
the entire history of British racing, but it remains unforgettable because it was brave, clever, handmade, and 
deeply connected to the spirit of clubman innovation.  
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This photograph appeared in The Motor Cycle 
on February 25, 1932, with the caption: “There 
is nothing of the frail lady about Miss Violet 
Porter of Auckland, New Zealand, who has 
done over 30,000 miles of lone touring on her 
BSA since August, 1929.”  

Miss Porter is pictured with a BSA Sloper, one 
of the most influential British motorcycles of 
the late 1920s and early 1930s. Her machine 
appears to be the less common side-valve ver-
sion, available in either 493cc or 556cc form. It 
also seems to be a “colonial” specification 
model, fitted with larger mudguards and an air 
filter, equipment rarely seen on British-market 
machines of the period.  

Introduced in 1926, the Sloper helped define 
modern motorcycle design. Its low-slung frame gave it an unusually low 25-inch seat height, while features 
such as a fully circulating oil system and car-inspired engineering reflected the influence of designer Harold 
Briggs, formerly of Daimler.  

The photograph was taken after Miss Porter had ridden 250 miles to Ninety Mile Beach in New Zealand to 
witness the land speed record attempts of Norman “Wizard” Smith, Australia’s leading racing driver of the 
period. Smith had already achieved Australian speed records with his aero-engined “Anzac” special before 
turning his attention to the outright world land speed record.  

By early 1932 Smith was attempting records with the Napier-powered Fred H Stewart Enterprise at Ninety 
Mile Beach near Kaitaia. Mechanical problems and internal disputes hampered the project, and Smith fell 
well short of Malcolm Campbell’s contemporary world record. Nevertheless, the attempts attracted consider-
able attention, among them Miss Porter and her well-travelled BSA.  
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This is the card of Bryan Flanagan, used to work at 

Vintage Twins. Started his own shop about 6 

months ago. I’ve used him for vapor blasting, good 

guy. Also works on older Jap bikes. Harder and 

harder these days to find someone to work on clas-

sic stuff, spread the word to the club and bring him 

your business!  

Martin White, a long time Norton Club mem-

ber, is starting a new business. He’s offering a 

discount to club members. Contact him for 

more information. 

Here’s the card of another 
shop that will work on British 
motorcycles. They offer do it 
yourself space as well. 
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Check out the club websites new photo galleries: 

Norton Colorado Motorcycles - Photo Galleries  

 

Lads: A friend sent me the link to this great documentary BBC did of the Formula 750 TT in 1973. Lads: A 
friend sent me the link to this great documentary BBC did of the Formula 750 TT in 1973. Best quote: "The 
machine may not be reliable, but the rider is." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncKdYCyZuqk 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Jesse Carraway recently acquired most of the used parts, and possibly a number of new ones, 

from Matt Rambow at Colorado Norton Works. Matt is no longer building complete bikes so he 

doesn’t need that inventory. Jesse had previously purchased the inventory of the club’s Parts De-

pot when we lost our storage site and he already had a large inventory of his own parts, so at this 

point I think it is safe to say Jesse has the largest inventory of Norton parts in Colorado. He is glad 

to help out fellow club members who are in need: 

Jesse Carraway 
(303) 980-6641 
jesse@fastmail.fm 

Motorcycle Stuff on the web: 

Gary Re has a new Norton. 

https://www.nortoncolorado.org/galleries.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncKdYCyZuqk
mailto:jesse@fastmail.fm
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Norton Colorado 2026 Event Schedule 

Here is the  first draft of the club’s 2026 event schedule. I’ve taken the liberty (based on past performance) 

of listing you as a host for an event. Please have a look and let me know if you are still willing to host an 

event, or if the date needs to be changed. Also, if you would like to host an event of some sort, please con-

tact Eric. 

 

February 7, 2026 (Saturday),  
March 28, 2026 (Saturday) Shop visit to Jesse   
 Carraway’s,  
April 12, 2026 (Sunday), Group Ride, TBA 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday), AMCA Swap Meet, 
May 17, 2026 (Sunday) Distinguished Gentleman's 
 Ride 
June 7, 2026 (Sunday), Big Tent BBQ hosted by Eric 
 Bergman &  Susan Saarinen. 
June 13, 2026 (Saturday), 8am to 2pm, Colorado 
 Vintage Motorcycle Show, Erie  
June 18-21, 2026 (Thursday-Sunday), Four Corners 
 Rendezvous hosted by Steve Harris and Charley 
 Gremmels 
June 20-21, 2026 (Saturday-Sunday), Riverside Ride, hosted by Mike Powell 
June 22-26, 2026 (Monday-Friday), INOA Rally, Buena Vista, Virginia. 
July 12, 2026 (Sunday), Mt. Evans Ride and Brunch hosted by David Sheesley & Matt  
 Norman. 
July 19, 2026 (Sunday), BMAC Picnic hosted by  Frank & Joanne Puckett. 
August 8, 2026 (Saturday), BBQ and open garage hosted Jamie & Michelle Jones. 
August 16, 2026 (Sunday) Open Garage/Tech Day,  
September 13, 2026, Sunday, Old Bike Ride. 
September 20, 2026 (Sunday), English Motoring 
 Conclave. 
October 11, 2026 (Sunday), Plains Ride, hosted by 
 Scott and Julie Robinson. 
October 25, 2026 (Sunday), Open Garage, hosted 
 by Jonathan Chaikin and Tamara. 
November 8, 2026 (Saturday) Open  Garage/Tech
 Day TBA 
December 6, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 
January 1, 2026 (Friday), Clancy's Irish Pub. 
January 17, 2026 (Sunday), Pub meeting. 
February 6, 2027 (Saturday) Winter  Banquet. 
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Membership 

Membership in Norton Colorado is open to any-

one, regardless of whether they own a Norton, 

or any motorcycle whatsoever. 

 

Dues are $25 per family unit, payable to "Norton 

Colorado" and sent to the Treasurer, whose 

contact information is listed on the last page of 

this newsletter. 

 

The official club membership list is posted on 

the club website. Please let Eric know if there is 

an error. 

 

The membership year begins with 

the Winter Banquet in February. New members 

who join after August 1 are credited with mem-

bership for the following year. 

 

Club Events 

Many events have been scheduled for 

the 2024 season, usually about 2 per 

month. Participation in these events will 

be counted for the President's Award. 

Events may be added, dropped, or re-

scheduled through the year. The sched-

ule can be found in this newsletter or 

check the schedule on the club website: 

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/  

https://nortoncolorado.org/events/
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Current Occupants 

 

Officers 

President 
Arnie Beckman (303) 733-4239 

president@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Secretary 
Eric Bergman (720)400-7835 NEW # 

secretary@nortoncolorado.org  

Treasurer 

Charley Gremmels 

1832 Forest Ave.,Durango,CO81301 

970-946-1302 

treasurer@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
 

Road Captain 
Jack Abeyta  (303) 426-0594 

abeytaa@aol.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Robinson (303)287-6580 

 (303)915-3064 

newsletter@nortoncolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webmaster 
David Sheesley  (720) 277-6563 

webmaster@nortoncolorado.org   

 

Technical Advisor 
Jim Comstock (719)646-2610 

comnoz2@juno.com 

 

Credits: Thanks to Jesse Carraway, Bob Herman,  Julian Kowalewski, Gary Re, Lynaire Reeh, 
Dave Sheesley, and Martin White for their contributions to this newsletter. 

I also want to say thanks to others who sent me things I will use in  future editions. 

Norton Colorado 

1900 19th Street 

Golden, CO  80401 

mailto:president@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:secretary@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:treasurer@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:abeytaa@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:webmaster@nortoncolorado.org
mailto:comnoz2@juno.com

